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Index 

A 

Adhesive, 
ceramic l'le 87 
Iloorcovering, 95 
vinyl v-stripping, 56. 58.59 
wallcovering, 64 
wallhanger hook, 78 

Adjustable wrench, 6, 16 
Alien wrench, 15·16 
Aluminum-Irame screens, 65 
Asphalt care and repair, 124-'25 
Attic, ventilation and insulat ion, 106 
Auger 15,33 
Awl,6 

B 

Ball peen hammer, 31 
Ballcock. 14 24·27 
Ball-type faucets. 14, 17 19 
Basements moisture in, 110 
Bathtub. caulking, 89 
SlloId doors. lubrication and 
adjustment. 55 

Bits, drill, 7 
Blacklop. 
caulking, 116 
repair, 124·125 

Blow bag for clogged drains, 29 
Bonnet nut wall-mounted compressloo 

faucat. 23 
Brad pusher 11 
Branch drain, 28, 30 
Brown coat, plaster wall, 77 
Brushes, 
natural bristle, 8 
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sponge, 8 
synthetic bristle. 8 

Butyl -base caulk, 116 

c 

Cams and cam washers. ball-type 
laueets. 17: 19 

Carbide masonry drill bit 86 
Carpenter's square, 9, 94 
Carpeting, 91·93 

burns or stains, 92 
edge trimmers, 91 
on ladders, 103 
regluing and restretch,ng, 93 
seam tape, 92-93 

Cartridge fal,!cets, 16-21 
disc~type, 16, 17,20 
rep lacement parts, 17 
sleeve-type, 16, 17,21 

Cartridge fuses, 38 
Caulk: gun, 117 
Caulking, 116-119 

asphalt care and repair, 124-125 
bathtub or shower stall. 89 
concrete patching, 123 
exterior cracks or holes 116-119 
flashings, 109, 118 
masonry cracks, 119 
mud Sills. 118 
shingles, 118 
windows and doors. 118 
wires and pipes, 118 

Ceilings, 73-79 
cleanmg slams 74-75 
hanging objects 76-79 

Center punch, 9 
Ceramic tile. 86-89 
Channel-type pliers 6 
Chemical root remover, 28, 31 
Chisels, 6_ 8, 121 
Circu,t breakers, 38 
Circuit map, 40 
Circuit lesters, 36, 38-39, 47-50 
Circular saw, 7, 9 
Clamps, 8 
Claw hammer, 9 
C leanout plug, main drain, 3t 
Clevis assembly, pop-up sonk drain 

stopper, 32 
Clogs, plumbing repairs, 14, 28, 33 
Closet auger, drains, 15, 33 
CO/ALA wire rating, 39 
Combination tool, electrical repair. 37: 41 
Compression faucet, 16. 17, 22-23 
Concrete, 120-122 

caulking, 116-119 
cleaning and sealing. 122 
damage 111 
foundation grading. 113 
repairs, 120-123 
stains, 120, 122 

Continuity tester, 37 
lamp cord problems, 45 
light fixture, 51 
wall SWItch, 49 

Cookie cutter carpet tool, 91-92 
Copper sulfate root remover 28, 31 
Cord plug replacement, 42-43 
Cordless tools, safety tips, 100 
Cracks and holes, 

caulking 116-119 
concrete, 120-123 

o 

Deep socket, ratchet. 15 
Diaphragm ballcock, 14, 27 
Dimmer SWitch. 49 
DiSC-type cartridge laucet, 16,20 
Dome cap, 20 
Doors, 53-71 
bllold.55 
caulking_ 118 
cleaning and lubricating 54-55 
garage_ 55 
latch repairs, 68-69 
IOckset repalf. 66-67 
mats_ 91 
removing, 70 
screens, 64-65 
slrdlng.55 
sticking, 70-71 
sweeps. 56-57 
warped, 68-69 
wea1tlerslrlpp,ng, ~6-59 

Double-hung windows, 60·63 
Downspouts.llO-112 
extending. 115 

Oraln(8), 14, 28-32 
auger. 15. 28. 30 
plunger, 29 
stopper 29. 32 
trap. 30-31 

Drain-waste-vent hn-es, 14 
Drapes, hang,ng. 78-79 
Drills, 7. 9-10 
Drivable wall anchor, 78 
Driveways, 

care and repair 124-125 
patching caulk., 116 

E 

Electrical repairs , 35-51 
connections, 41-43 
light fixture, 44·45, SO-51 
receptacle replacement, 46-47 
safety, 38-39 
wall SWitCh. 48-49 

Electricity, shut-off, 38 
Electronic stud tinder. 77 
Escutcheon, 23 
E~pansion nozzle, drain clogs, 15,29 
Exterior repalra, 102·125 
asphalt care, 124-125 
concrete repairs, 120-121 
cracks and holes, 116-119 
leaking roof 104-109 

F 

Faceplate IOcksets, 66-68 
Fasclas_ 111 
Fastellers, walls and ceilings, 78·79 
Faucet(I), 16-23 

ball-type 14. 16, 17. 19 
Cartfldge. 14 16-21 
compression, 16. 17. 22-23 
disc-type 16, 20 
replacing, 18 
sleeve-type 16, 21 
wall-mounted. 23 

Flberglaas, 
insulation. 118 
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joint tape, 74 
repair fabric, 109, 114 
resin, 114 
self-adhesive tape, 82 
wallboard tape, 81 
window screen fabric , 64-65 

Files, 6, 8 
Finish coat, plaster walls, 77 
Fixtures, 
eleclricallight, 50-51 
tile, hanging, 86 

Flanged plunger, IS, 33 
Flapper valve, toilets, 14, 24-26 
Flashings, roofing, 104-105, 109, 118 
Flat-cord plug, 42 
Float, toilets, 24-27 
arm, 26 
ball,24-25 
cup, 26,27 
rod, 25 

Floor drains, 28-29 
Floorcovering adhesive, 95 
Floors, 90-99 

burn or stain removal, 91, 96-97 
carpel repair, 92-93 
hardwood, 96-97 
squeaks, 98-99 
viny l floorcovering, 94-95 

Flush problems, toilels, 24-27 
Foundation grade, 113 
Freshwater supply pipes, 14 
Fuses, 38 

G 

Garage door openers, 55 
Garage doors, 55-57 
Glass. rep lacing, 62-63 
Glazing compound, 63 
Glazing points, 54, 62-63 
Glue gun, 9, 75, 81 
Graphite lubricant, 54 
Grip-It'· screw anchor, 78·79 
Ground pipe, 113, 115 
Ground system, 38 
Ground wires, 38, 42-43 
Ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI), 39, 46 

receptac le replacement. 46-47 
Grout, 86-88 
Grout Iloat, 75, 88 
Guide arm, 26 
Guide diSC, 23 
Gum eraser, 84 
Gutters, 107, 110-114 

H 

Hacksaw, 6, IS, 115 
Hammer, 6, 9 
Hand saw, 6 
Hardwood, 96-99 
clean and renew, 97 
predrilling, 11 
squeaks, 99 
stain removal, 96-97 
wedges, 99 

Heat gun, 54, 63, 75, 91, 95 
Heat·activated carpet tape, 91, 93 
Heatproof grease, faucet repair, 16 
HInges, door repairs , 70-71 
Holes and cracks, caulking 116-119 
Hot glue gun, 9 
Hot wires. 36 

Ice dams, 104, 106 
Index cap, faucets, 20-21, 22 
Insulating sleeve, lamp sockets, 45 
Insulation, lOO, 118 

J 

Jig saw, 7, 9 
Joint tools, 121 
Joists, 77. 98-99 

K 

Keys, plaster walls, 77 
Knee kicker 91, 93 

L 

Ladders, safety tips, 103 
Lamp socket replacement, 44-45 
Latchbolt,67-69 
latex, 

bonding liquid, 82-83,122-123 
caulk, 89, 116-118 
glazing, 63 
masonry patcher, 116 
wood patch, 96 

Lath, 
rock, 77 
wood,77 

Leaf guard, 112 
Leaking roof , 104·109 
Leaks, plumbing, 14, 16-23 
Levels, 8,112-113 
lift chain or wires, toilels, 24 
light bulbs, broken, 40 
Light fixtures, 50-51 
Lockset, 54, 56-67 
Lubrication, windows and doors, 

54-55, 50, 66-68, 70 

M 

Magnetic stud finder, 75, 77 
Main drain, 28, 31 
Main service panel, 36, 37 
Masonry, 

anchor plug, plastic or lead, 86 
filling cracks, 116, 119 

Mastic, roofing, 108·109 
Measurement techniques, 9, 18 
Metal weatherstripping, 56, 59 
Mirror clips, 78-79 
Mirrors, hanging, 78-79 
Molly bolt, 78 
Mortar, replacing, 119 
Moss or mildew, loof damage, 107 
Mud sills, 118 
Mud-jacking, 113 
MuriatiC acid, concrete repair, 119, 122 

N 

Nall(s), 11 
coating with mastic, 118 
galvanized rooling, 11. 108 
pops in wallboard, 80 

set, 11 
stud locations, 77 

Nailed picture hanger, 78 
Needlenose pliers, 6 
Neon c ircuit tester, 36-37, 39 
Neutral wires, 36 

o 

O-rings, plumbing, 16-17, 19,21-23 
Oullets,39 46-47 
Overflow plate, 32 
Overflow tube, tOIlets, 25 

p 

Packing string and washers, plumbing, 22 
Paint, 
film on stuck window, 60 
peeling, 110 
solvent, 54 
spallers,74 

Paint ZIpper, 54, 60-61 
Passage locksets, 66·67 
Paste wax for hardwood floors, 97 
Patching holes, wallboard, 80-81 
Patching tape, 72, 81-82 
Peel-and-stick caulk, 89, 116 
Picture hangers, nai led, 78 
Pilot hole, 10 
Pipe hangers, squeaking floor, 99 
Pipes, 

caulking around, 118 
draining, 14 

Pivot blocks, bifold doors, 55 
Plants, hanging from ce,ling, 78-79 
Plaster repair, 77, 82-83 
Plastic anchors, hanging mirrors, 78·79 
Plastic sheeting, emergency roof cover, 106 
Pliers, 6, 15-16, 30-31. 37, 40 
Plugs, 39, 42-43 
flat -cord,42-43 
polarized, 39 
quick-connect, 42-43 
round·cord, 42·43 
three-prong, 39 

Plumbing, 13-33 
Plunger, c logged drains, 15, 29, 33 
Plunger valve ballcock, toilets, 14, 27 
Plywood as emergency roof cover, 106 
Polarized plugs, 39 
Popped nails, 80 
Pop-up Sink drain stopper, 29, 32 
Pop-ups, concrete repairs, 120, 123 
Power tools, 7 
Power wash, 107 
Protective caps, 39 
Pry bar, 6 
Pull chain socket. 44 
Pull rod, 26 
Push lever socket, 44 
Putty knife, 6, 54, 63 

a 

Quick·connect plug, electrical repair, 41·43 

A 

Ratings, electrical, 39, 49, 51 
Razor scraper, 91 
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Receptacles, 3803i, 46-47 
GFCI,46 
grounded three-prong, 38, 46 
protective caps 39 
replacing, 46-47 
two-prong, 38-39, 46 

Retilltube,25 
Regrouting ceramic tile. 88 
Remote sWitch socket. 44 
Riser, 99 
Rock lath. n 
Rooting mastIC, 108-109 116, 118 
Roofs, 101-1Oi 
leaking, 104-106 
ma,ntenance, 107 
overhanging limbs, 107 
repairs, emergency, 106 

Root remover, 28. 31 
Rotating ball. 19 
Round-cord plug, 43 
Rusty-metal primer, 109, 114 

s 

Safety, 5 
childproof receptacle caps, 39 
electrical repairs. 36, 38-41 
ladders, 103 

Sanding. 6-7, 71 
Sash brush, 75 
Sash cords, 60-61 
Saws, 6-7, 9 
Screens. 64-65 
Screw anchor. 76-79 
Screw terminal connection. 41 
Screwdrrvers 6, 8, ID, 37 
Screws, 10 
Sealer, 
asphalt, 125 
concrete, 122 
door warping, 69 
wood,63 

Seals, 16 
neoprene, 21 

Seam Iron, 91-93 
Seat wrenCh, 15-16, 23 
Seat-dreSSing tool, 15-16, 23 
Security lOCks. 67 
Service panels. electrical, 36-37 
Shellac, 74, 83 
Shimming doors, 69 
Shinllles, 

caulking, 118 
replac ing. 105, 107-108 

Short cIrcuit, 38 
Shower drain, 29 
Shower stall, caulking, 89 
Shuto/f valves. 14 
Sldelightlng stud lOCatlOll, n 
Silicone caulk, 89, 117-118 
Silicone spray lubricant. 54 
Single-pole SWItches 48 
Sinks, 

clogs, 28-31 
drain stoppers, 32 

Sleeve-type cartndge !aucet, 21 
SlId 'ng windows and doors, 54-SS 
Socket-SWItch units, 44.45 
Soil stack, 28 
SoIventllubncant, 54·55 
Spindle, IOCkset repa ir, 67 
Splash block, downspouts, 115 
Spline, screen repair, 54, 65 
Sponge brushes, 8 
Spouts, 14, 18 
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Spring metal door stripp,ng 56-57 
Spring.loaded windows 60, 63 
Square, 6, 9, 81 
SqueegeeJbroom, 121 
Stain removal, 

carpetmg 92 
hardwood floors, 91. 96-97 
walls and ceilings 74-75 

Stairs, 
concrete, 122 
squeaks, 98-99 

Stem and seat compression !aucet. 22 
Steps, concrete repair, 122 
Strike plate, IOCkset repalls, 68-69 
Stnp gauge, electrical connections, 41 
Studs, n 
Sub floor, 68, 98-99 
Sub panel, 37 
Swi tches. electrical repalfs. 48.49 

T 

Tack hammer, 11 
Tackless strip, carpeting, 91 
Tank ball , toilet repairs. 24-26 
Tape measure, 6, 9 
Tarp, emergency roof cover. 106 
Tester, electrical circuits, 38-39, 49-50 
Three-prong receptacle 38-39,46-47 
Three-way SWItches, 48-49 
Threshold, 56 
Thumb latch, 67 
Tile, 
ceramic, 86-89 
vinyl floonng. 95 

Toenailing, 11 
Toggle bolts, 78-79 
Toilet{s), 

flush adjustment. 24 
repairs, 24-27, 33 
running, 24-25 

Tool kit , 6 
Tools, 6-9 

concrete, 121 
cordless, 103 
electrical, 37 
flooring, 91 
plumbing, 15 
wal ls and ceilings, 75 
windows and doors. 54 

Tophat diaphragm and stem, faucets , 22 
Tracks. cleaning and lubricallng. 54-55 
Trap, drains, 28, 30-33 
Treads, 99 
Tree roots, maIn drain. 31 
Tnp lever, toilets. 24. 29 
Trisodium phosphate (TSP). 122 
Trowels, concrete repairs 121 
Tub stopper, cleanIng and adjustIng. 32 
Twist anchor. hanging drapes, 78.79 
TWist-knob socket, 44 

u 

Unoerwriter's knot. 40. 43 

v 

Valve seats, plumbing. 14, 23 
dressing. 23 
replacing, 23 

Valves. plumbing, 14, 16, 23 
Venlllatlon, attic, 106 
Vinegar. stain removal. 97 
Vinyl flOOrcovering, 94-95 
Vinyl weatherstripping, 56, 58-59 

w 

Walkways, Ice damage, 111 
Wall(I), 74-89 

anchof, 78 
cleaning, 74-75 
downspoutlgutter stains, 110-\11 
fastening Ob;acts to, 76-79 
holes and cracks in exterior 118-119 

Wall hangers, 74, 78-79 ' 
Wall switch replacement, 48-49 
Wallboard, 77, 80-81 
Wallboard twist anchor, 78 
Wallcovering, 75, 84-85 
Wall-mounted faucet. 23 
Wallpaper dough, 84 
Warped doors, 68-69 
Washers, 14, 16, 17, 22-23 
Water and electrical repair safety. 40 
Wa1er closet, 24, 25 
Water damage, leaking roofs. 104-105 
Water shutoff, 14 
Wax/cleaner for hardwood floors, 97 
Weatherproofing, lOO, 116 

Cleaning and lubricating 54 
Weatherstripping, 56-59 
Weight pocket, 61 
Wet sander, wallboard patching, 81 
Windows, 53-67 
caulking, 118 
cleaning and lubncatlng, 54. 55 
loose or stIcking, 60---61 
replaCIng glass, 62-63 
replacing screens, 64-65 
spring-loaded, 60, 63 
weathers1r.pping, 56-59 

Wlre(s), 36-38 
caulking around, 118 
markings on receptacles or Switches. 40 
nU1 connections. 41 
stripping, 41 

Wood, 
blocks for squeaking stairs, 99 
buttons, 10 
caulking, 116-118 
hardwood floor repaIr, 96-97 
lath,77 

\Nooden-!rame screens. 65 
Wrenches, 6, 15-16, 30-31 

x 

X·bndgmg. squeaking f\ooI"s, 98 

z 

Zinc stnp, roof maintenance, 107 
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